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Sidonia; but the actual cause of the retreat was lack
of ammunition.
Tuesday morning the fleets were bearing up to Port-
land Bill. It was here that Frobisher came into the
prominence which he was to maintain until his death.
It was characteristic of him that he should have con-
verted a technical blunder into a deed of imperishable
glory. It is true, as Corbett says, "of all the engage-
ments of the Armada campaign none is more difficult
to unravel than the battle of Portland." But it seems
that the general disposition of the English fleet in the
morning was due to their failure to get the weather-
gage of the Spaniards. They were thus straggled out
over a considerable area. Sidonia's galleons tried to
grapple and board them, and failed. Lord Howard
was being cut off when he bore away before a N.N.E.
wind to join his fleet. The Spaniards gave chase*
Sidonia himself, however,  in the San Martin, im-
pressed by the size of the Triumph and esteeming it
imperative to achieve some such capture, seized the op-
portunity.    To his utter exasperation his four great
galleasses, fifty guns and three hundred rowers, were
making no attempt to  engage.     Sidonia  sailed near
enough to the flagship of de Moncada, who was in
command, and gave him a broadside of vituperative
abuse which was, observed a Spanish eye-witness, "the
reverse of complimentary."    There lay the Triumph
with her five consorts close inshore off Portland Bill,
isolated and an easy prey.   Could he not see his chance
to do something?
The galleasses bore up into the fight and the four
huge vessels began to rake the English squadron with
their broadsides. Frobisher was in danger and the
other vessels of the fleet which were not curtained with
smoke could see it.. Supposing the wind to have been,
roughly, southeast, the smoke would have been to the